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SUBJECT: Preliminary Survey of Possible Applications of Electronic 
Bata Processing Machines within QRR 


k. toy comments you may have regarding the referenced 
memorandum will be appreciated and should be forwarded to my office 
by e.o.b. Tuesday, 11 August, 
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# sc -04965/59 

3 August 1959 


TO: Chairman, Central Reference Advisory Group (CRAG) 

THHJ: Assistant Director, Research and Reports 

THRU: Chief, Publications Staff, GRR 



FROM: Chief, Accounts Section, Publications Staff, (Ml 

SUBJECT; Preliminary Survey for the Central Reference Advisory 

Grew® (CRAG) on the Possible Applications of Electronic 
Bata Processing Machines {EDBi) in the Office of Research 
and Reports (c®R). 
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1. Reason for the Survey . 

As requested ^|H| 
Reference Advisory Grou^vun 



the Chairman of the Central 

^preliminary survey has been 


Reference Advisory oroup \wuujy, a prejLimiutwy sun 
made of. areas in the Office of Research and Reports (ORR) for 
which further study' may be useful within the terms of reference 
as set forth in CRAG 9/1-59* 9 July 1959* This memorandum lists 
such areas in terms of th e pot ential application of Electronic 
Data Processing Machines (EDPM) . No attempt has been made to 
evaluate the necessary requirements tor time, cost, or manpower. 


2. Remits of the Survey . 

The survey indicated two general areas which are susceptible to 
greater exploitation by the application of EDPM — economic analysis 
and general data processing — and several other suggestions 
generally pertinent to the terms of reference. 

3. Economic Analysis . 

The application of EDPM to various forms of economic analysis 
would he limited In many ways by a sparpity of information — that 
is, gaps in intelligence — which impose a restriction on many 
forms of research and analysis that normally might be fruitful. 
Among the types of analysis limited by gaps in intelligence are 
detailed matrices of the economies of the Sino-Sovlet Bloc, linear 
programing of some of the expected existing interrelationships of 
the Bloc economies, and general problems rel ating to operations 
research. Ever-increasing new techniques in EDPM and the growing 
availability of data from the Bloc lead to the anticipation that 
«mny of the restrictions now limiting EDPM research can he overcome . 
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SUBJECT: Preliminary Survey for the Central Reference Advisory 

Group (CRAfl) on the Possible Applications of Electronic 
lata Processing Machines (EES*l} in the Office of Research 
and Reports (0RR) . 


It also is possible that much of the data now available can be 
stored in a system which will lend itself to mathematical 
manipulation and easy retrieval when desired. The most obvious 
and premising applications of EDPM to economic analysis are the 
following: 
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5, Ideas Indirectly Related to the Survey . 

Several ideas indirectly related to this study were obtained 
through discussions and from pertinent literature . 

a. Pocment Translation . 

She potentials inherent in the application of EKPM to 
docu me nt translation elicited an enthusiastic response from various 
sectors of ORE. The huge flow of foreign language material into 
QHR would provide eatrple apportunity for the application of BUM, 
and such application would permit an increase in the coverage of 
foreign language sources within ORR with a lesser drain on the time 
of analysts. 

b. Training in EOtM Procedures . 

Whether or not RT1 increases its EDfW effort (through 
additional purchase or rental of machines or time) , it is suggested 
that at least one intelligence officer from each of the components of 
the Agency — through the office level or its equivalent — be trained 
in 2SEVM procedures. The growing application of SSBf in the field of 
intelligence makes the need for trained personnel apparent, and the 
experience of industry has indicated the advantages in training 
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